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The original property
Built n the early 15403, 1t
bad a amall ball loungs,
kitchen, diming rocenand
there wars two bedrooms, a
box room and bathrocen.

The new home

A New England-style house
with four large bedrooms,
snsuits, family bathrocen,
dressing reom, playroce,
study, wat room, kitchan/
family room, gurden ream,

How much it cost
The house was baughtin
2010 for £480K The
remedslling including
painting/decorating
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Alexla Warner, 43, who
works part-time at an estate
agents, lhves In Farnham,
Surrey, with her husband
Steve, 43, 3 human resources
director, and thelr two sons,
Archle, nine, and Josh, five

ur dream was to
build our own house,
butfinding a plot of
land In my home
town of Farnham was amost
Impossible, sowe started to
look at houses that needed a
‘facelift'. As the boys were
getting older, we lked the Idea
of finding something with a
bigger garden, a lithe more rural
and dafinitely more private.
When we found this house,
It was pzbble-dashed and
dated. But tstands in
approximately a quarter of an
are, baddng onto woedland,
and we fell In love with the

garden. We Immediately
offered the asking price, but
the sale went to sealed bids
and when we heard ths our
hearts sank, as we'd already
lost several properties this
wizy. Apparently there had
been 25 offers, but this time
wie were lucky.

The house Is dose to open
countryside with wonderful
viewss over Farnham and the
surrounding area. Its Ina
perfect spot for us, and we
lived In it for a year before
transforming it

Orignaly we thought we
wioud Just remodel the house

nskle and cut, as | ddn't want
to knock down a property that
was In reasonable condition.
Then we realised the potential
cost of a remadelling project so
we considered demolishing and
rebullding from scratch, and
severd architects suggested we
do this. But when we priced up
both cptiors, the costs fora
new house were higher despite
the zero VAT on new builds.

We drew up a plan of what
we wanted the house to look
Ike from the front, and akso
severd Internal plans with
measurements and dimensions
of every room, and once we

had a clear vislon, we searched
for an architect. After
Intendewing four or five
contenders, we chose Nigel
from Space and Style Home
Design. His designs were
granted planning permission
and have given us 3 house that
has everything In It that we
could possibly have asked for.
There's something about
awhite, wooden dad and
rendered house that | just
lowe - It kooks redlly dean and
fresh - so that's what we
dadded on for the extertor. |
took Inspiration from Amerizn
films, websites and magaznes,

and spent months researching
products and getting quotes. |
was lucky that I'm athome a few
days a wesk, but I'd recommend
that armyone working full-time
have a project manager as it
takes up so much time.

nside, the Idea was to have a
light and spacious family room
with a sofa, large table and
modern Shaker-style kitchen
so that we could al do different
things but be In the same room.
We dso planned a study,
playroom, good-sized hall for
dl the football and rughy beots,
utfity rcom, wet rcom and a
larder, while upstairs we wanted

FROM BLAND TO BEAUTIFUL

four bedrooms, one ensuite, 3
famnily bathroom, dressing area
and a laundry chute leading to
the utfity room.

We asked the architect to
draw up plans for asmall
L-shaped rcom on the back of
the house, whichwouldbe a
garden rcomiounge, that we
coud add on ata later date.
Fortunately everything worked
cutand we were able to have
the room without hawing to wait.
It has a woodburner and s a cosy
rereat for adults to relaxin.

Bulding work bagan in May
2011 and luckily for us, we had
a fabulous, long summer. 1t

took six months to complete,
butthe bulders were shead

of schedule and finished slightly
earlier than antidpated.

We stayed n the house until
the roof came off In June 2011,
when we decided It was best to
be n rented accommodation
dose by. Despite all the work
and although every room was
affected, cur bulder was
amazingly tidy and the mess
was managesble.

The house Is now more than
double its onginal sizeand Is 3
perfect family home with great
space for entertaning. We
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